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LIVE EXPORT — MEMBER FOR BALCATTA’S COMMENTS 
109. Hon COLIN DE GRUSSA to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 
I refer to recent comments by new member for Balcatta, David Michael, in his inaugural speech that live export 
is a sunset industry that deserves to be shut down. 
(1) Does the minister agree with the Member for Balcatta’s comments regarding live export? 
(2) Does the minister still believe that live export to the Middle East and Africa could never be made 

humane, as suggested on her social media in 2013? 
(3) Can the minister confirm that WA’s live export industry will be permitted to continue to operate in its 

current capacity while she holds the agriculture portfolio? 
(4) Will the minister continue to pursue new live export markets on behalf of the WA livestock sector and 

build relationships with existing markets to diversify market options for industry? 
(5) Has the minister consulted with representatives from the livestock or live export industries since taking 

over the agriculture portfolio? 
(6) If yes to (5), which representatives has the minister met with? 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 
(1)–(6) The member for Balcatta was expressing a personal opinion, an opinion that no doubt reflects the views 

of many people in his electorate. Labor’s policy, which I am committed to implementing, recognises the 
part played by live export in the Livestock industry in WA. Labor is committed to ensuring that we 
maximise the opportunities for processing of meat grown for export creating jobs. Hence, we are 
actively encouraging Harvey Beef, Pardoo Beef Corporation and Kimberley Meat Company in their 
work in developing branding that leverages WA’s environmental credibility. I draw the member’s 
attention to the fact that one of the biggest problems in the sheep meat industry is the shortage of 
supply, not the shortage of demand. I have met with the Pastoralists and Graziers Association, 
Western Australian Farmers Federation, Sheep Alliance of WA and the industry funding scheme, as 
well as many individual growers. We are changing the Animal Welfare Act to ensure that we can 
enforce national standards and guidelines for the transport of livestock. 

 


	LIVE EXPORT — MEMBER FOR BALCATTA’S COMMENTS

